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Ane-Katrine von Bülow and Anja Margrethe Bache

Officinet presents an intelligent examination of ornament in relation to crafts and 
architectural space. The exhibition Ornamental Play 2 is created by ceramic design-
er Ane-Katrine von Bülow and installation artist and researcher at DTU, Depart-
ment of Engineering, Anja Margrethe Bache.

The two artists examine ornamentation as play, revolving around repetition, scale, and combinatory 
principles of order as well as ornament as recognizable figuration and abstract geometric patterns. They 
let the ceramic process and their various approaches to detail and coarseness participate as a symbol of 
the final result. 

Anja Margrethe Bache explains the ornament:

An ornament is, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, a small, fancy object that is put on some-
thing else to make it more attractive. Throughout architectural history, the ornament has been called 
criminal by Adolf Loos, a gratuitous excess by Mies van der Rohe’s famous aphorism “less is more” and 
declared an anachronism in relation to Le Corbusier’s quote about the house being a machine for living in. 
According to author Alina Payne, the ornament climbed down off of the walls of the building that it made 
more attractive to enter the home where it shaped the objects, furniture, paintings, everyday objects, and 
craft art contained within. 

Through Venturi’s backlash, “Less is not more, it is bore”, and the unlimited possibilities of modern indus-
trialisation for ornamentation within a reasonable price range as well as curtain wall façade systems, we 
once more encounter our urban spaces covered in decorations, patterns, and ornamentation. Alongside 
freedom and need to distinguish oneself in a culture where visual expressions are abundant, the ornament 
noisily enters our daily lives with such a deafening visual force that even Edward Munch’s “The Scream” 
appears quiet in comparison. 

At the exhibition Ornamental Play 2, the two exhibitors examine what we should do with our freedom in 
terms of the location and concept of ornament in public and private space.

Ane-Katrine von Bülow creates porcelain pots elegantly hand decorated with screen printing that with 
their perfected nature resemble the industrially manufactured, but are in fact the result of the ceramist’s 
years of experience and work in ceramics and screen printing. She examines the form, scale, and orna-
ment of the pot in the forms of spatial repetition, detail, and direction. Ane-Katrine von Bülow’s jars are 
placed in Anja Margrethe Bache’s floor installation that in the manner of a grid interacts with the level 
and elevated planes, the façade as design bearers, or in the shape of patterns. Anja Margrethe Bache’s 
ceramic works are coarsely cast concrete, a specific ceramic concrete that she has developed, fired and 
stoneware burned. 
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They have then been decorated and fired with ceramic transfers consisting of the recognisable image 
of the façade of Officinet, which, however, due to the process has fragmented and dissolved beyond 
recognition.  The Danish Philosopher Dorthe Jørgensen write that philosophy is not about locating 
answers, but getting better at questioning. (Jørgensen, 2006). This is what motivates the two artists 
Ane-Katrine von Bülow and Anja Margrethe Bache in the exhibition Ornamental Play 2 where they 
hope to become better at questioning by playing and working with ceramics. 

Facts
The exhibition, supported by Nationalbankens Jubilæumsfond af 1968, opens October 10 during 
Kulturnatten, 17.00-24.00 and is open until November 2. 

Officinet, Danske Kunsthåndværkere
Bredgade 66
København K
Opening hours Tuesday - Sunday 12-16
Free admission. 
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Film about the technique:
In a beautiful and poetic film, Ane-Katrine von Bülow demonstrates the careful work that characteriz-
es the technique of transferring screen printed patterns onto porcelain works. See the film at Vimeo.
http://vimeo.com/76060681

The exhibitors

Ceramic designer Ane-Katrine von Bülow is among the most skilled ceramists in Denmark. She is 
trained at Skolen for Brugskunst in 1980 and has taught at The Danish School of Design 1983-2006. 
She has received prestigious international awards and is represented at Galleries Nørby, Kbh, Puls, 
Contemporary Ceramics, Brussels, and St. Joseph Galerie, The Netherlands. 
http://www.anekatrinevonbulow.dk

Anja Margrethe Bache was trained as an artist at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts and holds a 
PhD in architecture and a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering, specializing in designing and develop-
ing materials. Anja Margrethe Bache now works as a ceramic installation artist, architecture research-
er, designer of materials and building techniques, as well as building component designer. She has 
exhibited both domestically and internationall. Furthermore, Anja Margrethe Bache has published 
articles and the book QUESTIONING Material design, Design in a Broad perspective, Specefic Ceramic 
Glazed Concrete, Art, Design, Architecture, Material and Process Technology, on the newly developed 
material concept and ceramic works done using it, published by Polyteknisk Forlag, 2014. 
http://www.anjabache.com 
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